
English Surnames:  A Must for Understanding English Surnames (reads better at 

http://kuzmich4.com/Facebook/English%20Surnames2.pdf) 

Many of us have ancestry from England, so learning about English surnames can be interesting and useful for 

research.  At  http://englishancestors.byu.edu/Pages/names from BYU's English Ancestors site, it gets you 

started with an overview, research tips, distribution of surnames throughout England, surname variants, and 

other information. To learn more about English surnames and their distribution, check out Goal 1 

at  https://www.thefhguide.com/project-9-england.html#b at in the England page. 

   

Closing Comments 

Since I don’t have any English ancestors, I will list some trivia facts about surnames from the UK so that you are 

more knowledgeable about your UK heritage.  There are many excellent links cited below to investigate 

further. 

Common British Last Names 

• Adams/Adamson. Meaning: Son of Adam. ... 

• Wilson. Meaning: Son of William. ... 

• Burton. Meaning: Fort settlement. 

• Harris. Meaning: Son of Harry or Henry. ... 

• Stevens. Meaning: Son of Steven or Stephen. ... 

• Robinson. Meaning: Son of Robin. ... 

• Lewis. Meaning: From the Welsh name Llywelyn, which means leader. 

• Walker. 

More items... 

 

110 Classy British Last Names That'll Make You Want To See ... 
Not Smith and Jones – Rare British Surnames On The Cusp Of... 

• Sallow (English) ... 

• Fernsby (English) ... 

• Villin or Villan (English) ... 

• Miracle (Welsh) ... 

• Dankworth (English) ... 

• Relish (English) ... 

• MacQuoid (Scottish) ... 
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• Loughty (Scottish) 

More items... 

 

Most Common US Surnames By Rank 

Rank Surname Surname Origin 

1 Smith English 

2 Johnson English, Scottish 

3 Williams English, Welsh 

4 Brown English, Scottish, Irish 

96 more rows 

140 Rich Last Names or Surnames With Meanings 

 

• Albrecht. Derived from Germanic Adal (noble) and Behrt (bright or famous), this surname means 
“illustrious.” Germany's Albrecht is heir to the most profitable retail chains across the world. 

• Armani. ... 

• Augustus. ... 

• Astor. ... 

• Almas. ... 

• Arnoult. ... 

• Alodia. ... 

• Arison. 

More items.. 

 

Common British Last Names 

• Adams/Adamson. Meaning: Son of Adam. ... 

• Wilson. Meaning: Son of William. ... 

• Burton. Meaning: Fort settlement. 

• Harris. Meaning: Son of Harry or Henry. ... 

• Stevens. Meaning: Son of Steven or Stephen. ... 

• Robinson. Meaning: Son of Robin. ... 

• Lewis. Meaning: From the Welsh name Llywelyn, which means leader. 

• Walker. 

More items... 

 
English and British Royal Last Names 

• Howard - Duke of Norfolk. 

• Markle - English royalty Prince Harry's wife surname. 
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• Middleton - English royalty Prince William's wife surname. 

• Stanley - English baron roots. 

• Tudor - King Henry VII. 

• Wettin - Queen Victoria Wettin. 

• Windsor - Queen Elizabeth's royal family in 2021. 

 
 

What are old British last names?  English surnames from Old English 

• Carrington. 

• Trentham. 

• Conington. 

• Eachus. 

• Walkden. 

• Norsworthy. 

• Hurston. 

• Burniston. 

More items... 

 
Top 100 British Last Names or Surnames With Meanings 

https://parenting.firstcry.com › Baby › Baby Names 

This comprehensive guide of the best English last names or British aristocracy family names with their 

meanings can assist you in selecting ... 

Not Smith and Jones – Rare British Surnames On The Cusp Of Extinction 

• Sallow (English) ... 

• Fernsby (English) ... 

• Villin or Villan (English) ... 

• Miracle (Welsh) ... 

• Dankworth (English) ... 

• Relish (English) ... 

• MacQuoid (Scottish) ... 

• Loughty (Scottish) 

More items.. 

 
How rare is your surname? | Blog | findmypast.co.uk 

 

Rare British surnames ... While some surnames are disappearing entirely, others are still managing to 

scrape by. Examples of rare surnames .. 

The top 50 surnames in England and the number of people who have them 

• Smith - 632,854. 

• Jones - 380,439. 

• Taylor - 293,387. 
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• Brown - 283,795. 

• Williams - 271,532. 

• Wilson - 195,974. 

• Johnson - 191,454. 

• Davies - 175,818. 
 

How many British last names are there?  The origins of more than 45,000 surnames in Britain have been 
revealed by a team of university researchers. 
 
The 25 most common surnames in Britain - and what they say about ... 

 

Popular Patronymic Viking Names:  75+ Strong Viking Last Names and Their Meanings | 

LoveToKnow 

• Albertsen - Means "son of Albert" 

• Alfson - Means "son of Alf" 

• Bengtsson - Means "son of Bengt" 

• Berntsen - Means "son of Bernt" 

• Ellingboe - Means "son of Earl" 

• Evensen - Norwegian name means "son of Even" 

• Gulbrandsen - Means "son of Gudbrandr" 

   
 

There are 7 types of British surnames. Which one do you have? 
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